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July 16, 1969 starts the golden anniversary of Apollo 11. The crew was Neil A. Armstrong, Michael Collins and Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin, Jr. #Apollo50th 
#ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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Apollo was the culmination of roughly a decade worth of developing experience and technology for manned spaceflight. #Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx 
@NWS 



Slide 3 

 

 

The Apollo lunar-landings were the result of a challenge issued by the late President Kennedy on 25 May 1961. #Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
 



Slide 4 

 

 

Apollo 11 lifts off on its historic mission to the moon and fulfilling the challenge made by the late President Kennedy. #Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx 
@NWS 
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After several orbits to check out the spacecraft and all systems, Houston gave the go to proceed to the moon. #Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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Docking Columbia with Eagle and removing it from storage was a critical point in the mission. #Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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In order to keep in contact with Apollo 11, the Manned Space Flight Tracking Network was expanded to include ships and aircraft. #Apollo50th #ilwx 
#iawx @NWS 
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Four TV broadcasts were made by Apollo 11 on the way to the moon. The LM inspection broadcast lasted 1 hour and 36 minutes. #Apollo50th #ilwx 
#iawx @NWS 
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Slowing down Apollo 11 and placing it in lunar orbit was the next critical phase of the mission.  The window to do so was very narrow. #Apollo50th 
#ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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The Eagle crew consisted of Neil Armstrong and “Buzz” Aldrin.  A final go/no go by Houston was made about halfway to the moon’s surface. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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After seeing the computer would land on the edge of a rocky crater, Armstrong manually landed Eagle with only 30-45 seconds of fuel left. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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The [a] was lost due to static in transmission from Armstrong’s famous pronouncement. It was re-discovered when the tapes were digitized. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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Prior to liftoff much work was done to get an accurate position of Eagle (landing off target) and Columbia’s orbit to minimize fuel usage. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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Eagle and Columbia docked at a slight angle which caused spacecraft oscillations until the docking latches fired and achieved a hard dock. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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After several lunar orbits to verify spacecraft weight and a recheck of systems, Houston gave the go to proceed back to earth. #Apollo50th #ilwx 
#iawx @NWS 
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The Apollo 11 image of “Buzz” Aldrin on the moon and “Earthrise” from Apollo 8 are two of the best known images from the Apollo program. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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The post mission report showed that the heartrates of Armstrong and Aldrin varied greatly while they were on the lunar surface. #Apollo50th #ilwx 
#iawx @NWS 
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There were several items that were left behind on the moon that ranged from an official plaque to various personal items by the crew. #Apollo50th 
#ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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Due to thunderstorms the landing area for Apollo 11 was moved 215 miles to the northeast to a position 825 miles southwest of Honolulu. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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The crew was quarantined from 24 July 1969 to 10 August 1969 to ensure they did not bring back any germs from the moon. #Apollo50th #ilwx 
#iawx @NWS 
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The Apollo 11 mission clock stopped on 3 August 1969 when the passive seismic experiment was turned off; just over 430 hours after launch. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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After inspection Columbia was vacuumed baked to remove residual moisture before being encased in plastic for display at the Smithsonian. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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40 years later the LRO took photos of the Apollo 11 landing site. The dark line to the crater is an unplanned walk done by Armstrong. #Apollo50th 
#ilwx #iawx @NWS 
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Although the Apollo Program was originally not done for scientific reasons, much was learned and that learning still continues to this day. 
#Apollo50th #ilwx #iawx @NWS 


